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IL Burgus, Ad Saen PTA Se 

e Cem. MA tm. Monem Pacis Domini Regis tent” 

nd 0 om. Mid apud Weſtm. pro Libertat” De- 

$4. cani & Capituli Ecelgſiæ Collegiat. 

beati Petri Weſtm. Civit', Burgi, 

& Ville Weſtm. in Comitat. 

| Midd. & San#i Martini le 

ES Grand, London' Die Jovis ſci- 

1 licet tertio die Julii, Anno Regni 

Domini Georgii Secundi, Dei 

Gratid, nunc Regis Magne Bri- 
tanniæ, c. Tertio. 


-H 1S Court tak ing into their Conſide- 
ration the moſt Religious, Learned, 

Uleful, and Excellent Charge, this Day de- 
livered: by Sir Jonn GonsoNn Knight, 

Chairman of this Court, to the Grand Jury, 
ſworn to enquire for our Sovereign Lord the 
King, for the Body of this City and Liberty, 
at this preſent Seſſions of the Peace; doth 
hereby Order, that the ſaid Sir Joun Gon- 
SON have, and he hereby hath the Thanks of 
this Court for the ſame; and the ſaid Sir 
Jon "GonsoN is hereby deſired to cauſe 
his faid Charge to be forthwith. Printed and 
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Per curiam 
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ro the Wonsnieeor 
Sir 70HN GONSON Kn. 


CHAIRMAN of the General Quar- 
ter-Seſſions of the Peace, held for 
the City and Liberty of Weſt- 

minſter, &c. the third ** of Fu- 
Ly, 1729. 


E the Grand Jury im- 
panelled and ſworn to 
enquire for our Sovereign Lord 
the King, for the Body of the + 
aid City and Liberty, having 
(with due Reſpef and Attenti- 
on) received from your W or ſhip, 
a moſt Eloquent and Uſeful 
Charge, tending to the good Go- 
vernment and Information, not 
oply of this City aud Liberty, 
A 2 but 
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x -- "Diredtion of al Derſms 
_ ewhatſogper, in the; Execution of 
the ſeveral Offices and Trufts in 
them reſpetively\repaſed*; Do 
therefore return our moſt bumble 
Thanks for 75 me, and intreat 
that you will pleaſed to cauſe 
the ſaid Charge to be Printed, for 
the better Improving the Know- 
ledge of his Majeſty's Subject in 
the. Luxus and Cuſtoms US thre 
Realm. | 


Kb? | Samuel Rever, 
\ 3. \{ QA\ 


John N Edward Shepherd, 


William Boon, Rich. Williams, 
Eawr, Neale, Joſ. Caldecott, 
John Hathaway, Richard Clayton, | 

m. Barber, Geo. Shute, Jun 
Joſ. Mines, Cuthbert Cornforth, 
John Buck, ohn Bladwell, 
Tho. Paulin, John Dunkarton, 


Samuel Cockey, Peter Le Cott, 
Moſes s Holloway, Tho. Gibſon. 


G RAND JURY, Ve. 


| Gentlemen n of the Grand Fury, 


WOVERNMENT in gene- 
ral is an orderly, conſti- 
tuted Power, for pub- 
lick Good. Orderly, to 
prevent Anarchy and 
Confuſion; Conſtituted 
Power, to prevent Uſurpation ; For 
publick Good, to prevent Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion, a | 

Tux Uſe and Neceſſity of Govern- 
ment is ſo obvious to all Men, that 

there 
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But as Men are ſeldom wnanimo 


N * 


us 
in the Means to attain their End; 
ſo their Difference in Opinion, in 
Relation to Government, has produ- 
ced Variety of Forms of it in the World. 
To enumerate them would be to re- 
capitulate the Hiſtory of the whole 
Earth. But they may, in general, 
be reduced to one of theſe Heads; 
either the civil Authority is delegated 
to one or more, or elſe it is ſtill re- 
ſerved to the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple. Whence ariſes the known Di- 
ſtinction of Government, into Mon- 
archy, Ariſtocracy, and Democracy. 
Moa RCH it's probable was the 
firſt and moſt natural Government, 
becauſe the moſt ſimple and eaſy for 


Mien to light on. And in the firſt Ages 


of the World, before Ambition and 
Luxury had debauched the Minds of 
Princes, it was doubtleſs the beſt Sort 


of Government, But the Setting up ſo 


many Commonwealths on the Ruin 


of 


bund great Michies and e 
encies in that Sort of Government, 
when it once grew tyrannical, or elſe 
they had never departed from it, 
7 this made them, as BxuTus 
faid, at the Beginning of the Roman 
Commonwealth, to invent other Sorts 
of Government, which might partake 
of all the Benefits, 3 the In- 
conveniencies of abſolute Monarchy * 

W x can never enough admire the 
Wiſdom of the antient Corpus and Go- 


3 Hees l El Poliy, fs I. #[e8. 10. At 
the firſt, when ſome Kind of Regimen was once 
appointed, it may be that nothing was then farther 
thought upon for the Manner of Governing, but 
all. permitted unto their Wiſdom and. Diſcretion 
which were to rule. Till by Experience they 
found this for all Parts very inconvenient, ſo ag 
the Thing, which they had deviſed for à Remedy; 
did indeed bur increaſe the Sore, which. it ſhould 
have cured. They ſaw, that to live by one Man's 
Will became. the Cauſe of all Men's Miſery; 
This conſtrained them to come to Laws, wherein 
all Men might ſee their, Duty beforchand, and 
know the Penalties of Tranſgreſſing them. he 


£ 4) 
* Nations, who ebene a Umited 


Monarchy t to 'all Sites Forms of Go- 
vernment, as an excellent Medium 
between the” Miſchiefs of arbitrary 
Power, and thoſe Inconveniencies | that 
attend Repu 1blicks, ' where either the 


common People or the Nobility miſt 


govern.” And of this antient Conſtitu- 
tion our Government is tlie Nobleſt, 
and almoſt the only. Rerhains. Ottf 
Legiſlature is in the King, and the 
two Houfes of Parliament. The exe- 
cutire Power is in the King, who is 
to govern his People by Laws of their 


own Chooſing. The King is owned 
to be the Supreme of theſe Authori- 


ties, and in ſome Caſes the Crown is 


the whole Power of the Kingdom. 
As for Inſtance, the Power of Mak- 
ing War or. Peace is intirely in the 
Crown. 80 is the executive Part of 
the Law. But then to Reſtrain this 


5 Power, even where it is Abſolute, 


from Exerting to any Thing unrea- 


| ſonable or unjuſt, there is, firſt, as to 
| Making an unreaſonable War, no Mo- 


ney. 
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to be raiſed for Carrying on this War, 
or for any Thing elſe without a Houſe 
of Commons. In the next Place, to 
Redreſs erroneous Judgments, or De- 
crees, upon which Executions would 
follow. Thoſe Judgments, or De- 
crees, made by the King's Courts, 
may be reverſed by an Appeal to the 
© Houſe of Lords, which is the ſupreme 
Court of Judicature, and from whence 
no Appeal lies to the Crown. For 
where Kings are not the whole en- 
tire Power, the Caſe of Meum and 
Tuum is often diſputed between the 
King and the Subject. And the 
Judges are under an Oath to give 
Judgment according to Law ; not 
only in all Cauſes between one Sub- 
jet and another, but alſo between 
the King and the Subject. And this 
Way the Crown is controuled, e- 
ven by thoſe who act by the Crown's: 

Commiſſion. This original happy 
Frame of Government is truly and 
properly called an Engliſ Man's Birth- 
right, a Privilege not to be exempt 
3 from 


ney 
ffom Law bur to be freed in Perſon 
and Eſtate; from W Violence, 
and Oppreſſion. 

Ad the Inftitution of Oman and 
Petit Juries is one of the moſt anti- 
ent, and valuable Parts of our Excel- 
lent Conſtitution, and the greateſt 
- Fence and Bulwark of our Lives, Li- 
BOW; and ee” 


GIN LEMEN, 


: 4 is for the Exerciſe aß this great 
and invaluable Privilege, that you are 
no-] ſummoned here, and ſworn. 

And you are to preſent to this Court 
Ml. 'Offences againſt the Rules, ei- 
ther of Moral or of Civil Juſtice. 
Under the former is included all 
Vice, Tmmorality, and Profaneneſs. 
And under the latter, all Offences 
committed againſt your King, and 
your” Country. 

"Taz Honour and Service of Al- 

mighty GOD ought to be our firſt and 
priiipal Care. The moſt famous Wri- 
ters of Politicks, from Plaro down to 
Neil 2 Ma- 


TER" 


Machtavki, ſhew, that. Vice is,alwa 
attended by Corruption, and is 
Peſt and Bane of | eyery, free Con- 
munity. Every one, who: has read the 
Roman. Hiſtory, which is now in the 
Hands of almoſt all the World, muſt 
be ſatisſied, that the Reaſon, why, the 
Romans expelled the Tarquins,| and e- 
ſtabliſh'd Liberty upon a laſting Feun- 
dation, was, becauſe they were at that 
Time a moſt religious and virtuous 
People. And the Reaſon, why they 
could not recover them, upon the Ex- 
tinction of the Race of the Cxs ag, 
was, becauſe they were then a more 
profligate, vicious, and luxurious 
People, than ever the World has 
known in any other Nation. All the 
famed Le — 4 of the World, Mo- 
SES, — Sol oN and Numa found- 
ed their Laws, their Governments, and 
political Inſtitutions upon Religion 
and Virtue. ; 

You, are therefore, as you honour 
your King, and love your Country, 
0 take Care, that the Laws againſt 

* Im- 


nora ity and Profitieneſs be ſtrict· 
ut in Execution, as the moſt ex- 
| che Proclamation, juſt now read 
directs, and which I am Command- 
ed to enforce to you, and particu- 
larly thoſe againſt profane Curſing and 
Swearing, Drotiennels and Breach * 
the Sabbath. | 
AprER thoſe Offences, which more 
immediately concern Almighty GOD 
and his holy Religion, you are to En- 
quire of Offences inf. Civil Juſtice, 
which are ſuch Crimes, as are commit- 
ted againſt your” King and your 
hy card 3 
THz greateſt of theſe is e 
Treaſon. ER 
In the Saxon Times Sits was no 
ker: Treaſon known, than that of 
Treachery to their Country, and De- 
ſerting it in Time of Danger *. Even 
Plotting againſt their King was no 
more than Felony, as appears by the 


Mirror of Juſtice + An Indictment 


FTacrrus Ger. cap. 10. Proditeres 8 trangfugas 
arboribus fi fuſpendunt. + Mirror, cap. 2, ſect. 11. 
| g for 


* 7 —— — . va” r „ 


for an „ a * 


King EDwUNp, concludes ra 95 6 

Whereas Indictments in the other Caſe, 
concluded: felonice N proditorie. The 
Puniſhment of the one was Loſs'of 
Life, and Forfeiture of the perſonal 
Eſtate only; of the other, Loſs of Life; 
with Forfeiture of the whole. Eſtate, 
both Real and Perſonal *. Treaſon, 
which thus antiently related totheKing- 
dom only, we find, . by the Lord Chief 
Juſtice GIAxVILLE T, who wrote in K. 
Hrxxv the IId's Reign, to have been 
then extended to the Perſon of the 
King; for that Author puts them both 
on the ſame Foot, and makes one as 
well as the other to be Crimen læſœ Ma- 
jeſtatis. And the Reaſon of this, no 
Doubt, was the great Intereſt, which 
the Kingdom had in the Safety and 
Preſervation of the Prince. 

OrrrxcEs againſt the Safety and Ho- 
nour of the King's Perſon, being then 
become Treaſon, made it o extenſive, 


- Leg. Epw. 405 38. + GLanv. de Leg. 
lib. 1, cap. 2, & lib. 14, cap. 1. 
and 


and rendered. it of o uncertain : a Na- 


Cw) 


ture, that Perſons were often involved 
in Treaſon before they thought of it : 


For as yet Treaſon was under no other 
Regulation, then what the preſent 


Senſe of the Judges (not always above 
the Influence of angry or covetous 
Princes) ſhould determine to be ſo; of 
which thoſe Times afforded but too 
many. ſad Inſtances. To obviate there- 


fore this Miſchief, was the Statute of 


cp. the 2 5th of King Epwasn III. 
made, as a Rule whereby the 
Judges were intirely to govern them- 
ſelves, who otherwiſe might have re- 


tained to this Day, a Power to declare 
any. Thing to be Treaſon, which they 


1 to be highly 1 


to the Kingdom. And tho the Par- 
Jiament, for good Reaſons, thought 
it neceſſary to confine inferior Juriſ- 
ditions to one Rule; yet they ſtill re- 
ſerved to themſelves a Power of Judg- 
ing what ſhall be Treaſon in particular 
Cakes that were not expreſſed i in this 
Statute, 


Statute, as appears 5 Ui Proviſo at 
the latter End of 1 * 17 

By this Act of the 2 5th of King 
Epwasp III. Compaſſing or Imagin- 
ing the Death of the King or Queen, 
or their Eldeſt Son, or Her, and de- 
claring by an open Act a Deſign to 
Depoſe, Impriſon, or Murder the 
King, Yc. is High Treaſon. 80 is 
Levying War againſt him; or Ad- 
hering to his Enemies, within the 
Realm or without; and alſo Coun- 
terfeiting his Great Seal, or his Privy 
Seal, or his Money current within the 
Realm. The ſeveral other: Species of 
High T reaſon, by this and latter Acts, 
I omit to give you in 2 becauſe 


Sell. 12. % And becauſe many other like Caſes 
<* of Treaſon may happen in Time to come, which 
ce a Man can't think or declare at this preſent Time, 
« jt is accorded, that if any other Caſe, ſuppos'd 
« Treaſon, which is not above ſpecified, doth 
happen before any Juſtices ; the Juſtices ſhall 
ce tarry, without any going to Judgment of the 
C Treaſon, till the Cauſe be ſhewed and declared 
before the King and his Parliament, whether it 
* ſhall be judged Treaſon, or other Felony ”. 
A not 
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nt likely at ce to fall under your 


E And T ſhall only mention 
to you the Statute of the 
- Gthof Queen Ax xx, where- 
by it is made High Treaſon, to Main- 
tain and Affirm, by Writing or Print- 

, that his Majeſty is not lawful 
King of this Realm ; or that the Pre- 
tender hath any Right to the Crown; 
or that any other Perſon hath any 
Right to the ſame, but by the Acts of 


Cap. 7. 


Settlement; or that the King and Par- 


lament cannot Limit and Bind the 
Succeſſion of the Crown. And if the 
Offender Mantains the ſame by Words 
only, then it is a Premunire. 

Anp here I muſt obſerve to you, 
that Altering and Limiting the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Crown, by Parliament, 
is no ſuch new or unprecedented 
thing, as ſome of the Enemies of our 
1 happy Eſtabliſhment would 


make us believe; but it is moſt agree- 


able to our Antient Conſtitution and 
Laws, and exerciſed and practiſed 


Ages before the Revolution. Of 
which 
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which 1 many Inſtances might be given, 
from our Hiſtories and Records. Al- 
low me to mention a few. Kin 

Henry VII. had ſeveral Titles, yet he 
thought fit to wave them all, and get 
the Crown ſettled upon him, and the 
Heirs of his Body, by Parliament. * 
Accordingly an Act paſſed 1 in the firſt 


* Bacon's Hiſt. H. VII. Engl. Ed. fol. 758,11, 12, 
16. Buck's Hiſt. of Rich. III. Unprinted Statute 
ſtill upon the Roll, the Title of which is Titulus Regis. 
And it runs in theſe Words: To the Pleaſure of 
« Almighty GOD, the Wealth, Proſperity, and 
« Surety of this Realm of England, and to the 
* ſingular Comfort of all the Kings Subjects of 
the ſame, and in avoiding all Ambiguities and 
* Queſtions. Be it Ordained, Eſtabliſhed, and 
«© Enacted, by the Authority of this preſent Par- 
<« liament, that the Inheritance of the Crowns of 
the Realms of England and of France, with all the 
& Preeminence, and Dignity Royal to the ſame 
“ Pertaining, and all other Seignouries to the King 
ce belonging beyond the Sea, with the Appurte- 
e nances thereto, in any wiſe due or pertaining, 
« be, reſt, remain, and abide in the moſt Roy 
“ Perſon of our now Sovereign Lord King HEN. 
« ry the VIIth, and in the Heirs of his Body, 
«© lawfully coming, perpetually, with the Grace of 
++ GOD, ſo to endure, and in no other“. 

7 2 Year 
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[ 4 < 
which. it is remarkable, that there is 
ns Recognition of any antient Right; 
| 2 ? 1 1 | ; 
ee 
was paſſed before he married with the 
Princeſs EL1zazzTH, eldeſt Daughter 
do King Epwazp IV. and Heireſs of 
|. the Houſe of Tork. Nothing there- 
1 fore can be more evident, then that he 
= depended on his Parliamentary, Title. 
| He would never own that of the Houſe 
of-Tark, or ſuffer his Queen to join with 
him ini any Act of Government, and 
this perhaps might be the Reaſon, why 
he never repealed the Act of the Firſt 
of K. RICHARD III. by which ſhe was 
declared Illegitimate. * And what- 
ever Title the Houſe of Lancaſter had, 
it could not avail him, becauſe his 
Claim was under one, who was alſo 
Hlegitimate. + Beſides, his Mother, 
| £7 34 3 ö — F f | the 


= Collect. of Records, p 709, Ni | + Jon 
of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, had by CATHERINE 
SwINFORD, before Marriage, four Illegitimate Chil- 

44 | dren, 
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the Counteſs of Richmond, was Alive 
during his whole Reign, and did not 
dye till after the Acceſſion of King 
Henxy VIII.. 

As K. HENRY the 8th's Grandmo- 
ther was alive, when he came to. the 
Crown, and as he ſucceeded by Vir- 
tue 'of a Parliamentary Entail ; fo he 
truſted but little to any Hereditary 
Right. As appears plainly from the ſe- 
veral Acts of Parliament he procured 
for Settling the Succeſſion. By the Act 
of the 25th of his Reign, + the Lady 
Maxy was Baſtardized, and the Crown, 
for Default of Heirs Male of his Body, 
lawfully begotten on Q. Anne Bur- 
LEN, was Limited to the Lady ELEA“ 


dren, . Jonx Bzaurord (afterwards D. of 
Somerſet) Thouas and Joan, and in the 204 Year 
of K. RIchARD II. he, by Act of Parliament, 
makes them Legitimate, Coxx's 4 Inf. 36, 35. K. 
HENRY VII. was Son to Epw. HA DDAM, Earl of 
Richmond, and Ma ROGARET his Wife, Daughter 
and Heir of the abovementioned JohN Bzavrorp, 
Duke of Somerſet. 

Lord Hzss. Hiſt. of H. VIII. Compl. Bip. of 


Engl. vol. 2, p. 4 25 H. VIII. cap. 22, An 
Act concerning the Kings Succeſſion. 


C 4 PETH, 
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= is another Statute of the 28tb of K. H. 
VIII. ® repealing: the former Act, and 


declaring the Lady Maxv and Lady E- 
LIZABETH to be both Illegitimate, and 
ſettling the Crown upon himſelf, and 
the Heirs of his Body by Q. Jane ; and 
for Want of ſuch Heirs, with Power 


to Diſpoſe of the Crown, by his Let- 


ters Patents, or his laſt Will, to what 
Perſon or Perſons, and for ſuch Eſtate 
in the ſame, and under ſuch Con- 
ditions, as ſhould pleaſe his Majeſty. 
And laſtly, another Act paſſed in the 
35th Year of his Reign, F altering 
the Succeſſion again, and ſettling the 
Crown, firſt on his Son, Prince Ep- 
WARD and his Heirs ; then on the Lady 
Mar and her Heirs ; afterwards on 


the Lady Erlizazzru and her Heirs ; 


er oer ta eh Per- 
ſons as the King ſhould appoint, by 
his Letters Patents, or his laſt Will 


* 28 H. VIII. c. 7. An Act concerning the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Crown. F3ͤᷣ -, An 
Act for Eſtabliſhment of the Kings Succeſſion. 
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e 
as before. By Force of this Act K. 
Ew ARD VI. ſucceeded, and after him 
Q. Mazy, and Q. ELABRETH; both of 
which, being under a Sentence of Baſ- 
tardy, could pretend to no Right, but 
what was given by this Statute of the 
35th of K. Heu VIII * From hence 
it is evident, that in the Reigns of K. 
Hex. VIII. and Q. ELIZABETH, theſe Par- 
liamentary Settlements of the Crown 
were held, and eſteemed Good and 
Effectual to thoſe that Claimed un- 
der them, againſt all Pretenders to the 
Contrary. And this, according to the 
Opinions of the greateſt Men, and 
moſt learned Lawyers, who lived in 
thoſe Days. We have it from the 
Lord HRRBERT's Hiſtory of K. HENRV 
VIII. + that Sir Two. Mok, who was 
Lord Chancellor in that Reign, and 
RIcHARD Ricn, then Sollicitor General, 
and afterwards Lord Rich, in their 
Debate about the Supremacy, both a- 
greed it to be the known Law of Eng- 
_ and laid it down as a firſt Prin- 


35 H. VIII. cap. 1. + Page 241. 
ciple, 


en). 
ple, that the Parliament could Al. 
ter and Limit the | Succeſſion of the 
Crown. And ſome great re 

in a Parliament of Q. ELABUE TH, 

declared the fare Thing. Mr. YzLvir- 
TON, afterward: Speaker and a Judge, 
faid, that to Aﬀert that the Parlia- 
ment had no Power to Determine of 


the Crown was High Treaſon. And 


Mr. Mounson Affirmed, that it was 
horrible to ſay, that the Parliament had 
no Authority to Determine of the 
Crown. For then would enſue (ſays 
he) not only the Annihilating the Sta- 
tute of the 3 5th of K. HENRY VIII. 
but the Statute made in the firſt Vear 
of this Queen's Reign of Recognition 
ſhould alſo be made Void. This, and 
much more to the ſame Effect, may be 
found in Sir Smio D'Ews's Journal. ＋ 
Ap by a Statute of the Firſt of K. 
Epw. VI. all Uſurpations of the Crown, 


| againſtthe Act ofthe 3 5tbof Han. VIII. 


are made High Treaſon. And when 


* x 3 EL1z, 1 . + Þ age 164, 176. | Cap. 
r h 


GR had prevailed upon K. Epwann 
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* 
the Duke of Nert hon berland (who had 
married his Son to the Lady Ia] 


VI. in his Sickneſs, to Nominate that 


Lady by Will fer his Succeſſor. The 


Judges, and others the King's Coun- 
cil, told him in expres Terms, that 
ſuch Deſignation would be of no Force 
againſt the Act of Settlement, by 
Which the Crown, in Caſe of K. Ep- 
WARD'S Death without Iſſue, was Li- 
mited to his two Siſters, the Ladies 
Maur and ELZABErn. 

- Inpssp, the Author of the Book of 
the Hereditary Right of the Crown, of 
England Aferted +, &c. publiſhed. in 
the laſt Vear of the Reign of Q. Axxx, 
is very poſitive, that C Many and Q. 
EL1ZABETH had no Occaſion for this Act 
of Parliament, being both Legitimate 
Deſcendants of K. HxNAV VIII. as he 
would make his Readers believe. Vet it's 
plain, that K.Henzy VIII. and his Law- 
yers and Divines, were of another Opi- 
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* Bunnzr's Hiſt. of the Reform. rt. 25 fol. _ 
＋ Page 213, 214, 215, 216. 


nion. 


WI - 
nion. And as to nas 
ments to prove their Legitimacy, this 
one plain Anſwer may be given, That 
they are all of them founded upon the 
Rules of the Canon Law. Which, 
unleſs Confirmed by Act of Parliament 
isof no Force here, * eſpecially when 
it ſtands (as in this Caſe) in direct Con- 
ren to the Laws of England. And 
to Q. Maxr it is plain, at-her com- 
to the Crown, ſhe could not be 
locked -upon as Heir by Right of 
Blood, becauſe, by the afore-mention- 
ed Statute of the 2 5th of HENRY VIII. 
his Marriage with Q. Carhznmꝝ her 
Mother was declared Unlawful, and 
the Crown ſettled on the King, and 
the Heirs of his Body by Q. ANNE 
Bor Lx, as 1 mentioned before. And 
beſides all this, ſhe was but Siſter by 
the half Blood to K. Enwarp VI. and 
ſo could not Inherit as Heir to him. 
And tho}, in the firſt Year of her 
Reign, the Parliament ('tis true) took. . 


— 
ef :*.Grany: I. 1, c. ts. Cokx 2 Inſt. 96, 97. Stat. 
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I 
off her Illegitimacy, and repealed ſo 
much of the Acts of the 25th and 
28h of K. Hrnxy VIII. as declared 
her Illegitimate; yet in this the Par- 
liament ſeems rather to provide for 
the Honour of her Deſcent, than to 
declare her Succeſſion to be Inheri- 
tance by Right of Blood. Becauſe 
this Statute of the 3 5th of K. HENRv 
VIII. whereby the Crown was ſettled  - 
upon Prince Epwasp, and the Heirs 
of his Body; and the Remainder 
upon the Ladies Maxy and ELIZABETH, 
and whereby the King had alſo Power 
given him to Diſpoſe of the Crown, 
by Letters Patents, or by Will, was 
not at all repealed, but ſtill remains 
in our Statute Book. And after the 
Death of Q. Mary, it was agreed by 
both Houſes of Parliament, that Q. 
ELIZABETH ſhould be proclaimed ac- 


* Raſt. 4, 1 M. I. , 2, cap. 1, An Act declar- 
ing the Queen's Highneſs to have been born in a 
moſt juſt and lawful Matrimony, and alſo Re- 

pealing all Acts of Parliament, and Sentence of 


Divorce, made or had to the contrary. 


D cording 
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cording to the Act of Settlement, of : 
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the 3 jth of K. .Hengy VIII. 
Ap in the Act of Recognition of 
her Right, I 0 ELIZABETH, the fame - 


Act of Settlement is referred to, and 


declared to be, and remain the Law of 
this Realm for ever. And it is evident, 
that this Glorious Queen thought her 
Right to the Crown to be ſo well e- 
Rabliſhed, by theſe Acts of Parliament, 
that, as it is very well obſerved by Dr. 

WELwoop in his Memoirs +, ſhe ſcorn- 
ed to repeal, even the Act which de- 
clared her Mother's Marriage to be un- 


lawful, and herſelf to be Illegitimate, 


and incapable to ſucceed. But till 
the Title of Q. ELIZABETH being 
ſcrupled by the Romiſb Party, produ- 
ced and 3 the Statute of the 


13th of her Reign ||. Whereby it was 
Wt. no leſs than High Treaſon, dur- 


ing the Queen's Life, and Loſs of 
Goods and Chattels, afterwards to 
Affirm and ns that the _ 


Mars, p. 5. | 13 H. a 


to, 


| Gs (23 7 | 
: bs,” "of with the Authority of wo 
liament, was not able to make Laws and 
Statutes of ſufficient Force and Vali- 
dity to Bind, Limit, Reſtrain, and 
Govern all Perſons, their Rights, and 
Titles, that in any wiſe may, or might 
Claim any Intereſt or ara, * in, or 
to the Crown of England, in oſſeſſi- 
on, Remainder, Inheritance, Succeſſi- 
on, or otherwiſe howſoever. 

Tunosx that are truly Loyal to our 
preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign, have 
Reaſon to recognize, with high Satis- 
faction, that ſuch a Power of Alter- 
ing and Limiting the Deſcent of the 
Crown, is duly lodged in the King 
and Parliament. For under the Au- 
thority of an Act of Parliament, we 
derive to our-ſelves the Happineſs of 
his Government. 

Ir is owned, that the Monarchy of 
Eng land is Hereditary, and not Elec- 
tive, But neither our Monarchy, nor 
any other Monarchy upon Earth, is 
Hereditary in ſuch a Senſe, that it 
muſt neceſſarily deſcend by Right of 

M2 Birth, 


Birth, without Diſtinction to thoſe who 

are Incapable, as well as to thoſe who 
are Capable of it. If in a Heredita- 
ry Monarchy the next Heir ſhould hap- 
pen to be an Ideot, does the Order of 
his Birth make it neceſſary, that he 
ſhould be a King? No body will ſay 
that. And yet ſuch a natural Incapa- 
city does not unfit a Prince for Govern- 
ment, more than an Incapacity ari- 
ſing from Principle. He that profeſſes 
Principles deſtructive of the End and 
Deſign of any Government, is more 
Dangerous to that Government, and 
therefore more unfit and uncapable of 
it, than if he was an Ideot. One 
could not Protect it, the other would 
deſtroy it. But no one is born to De- 
ſtroy the Happineſs, and to inflict Mi- 
ſery on any Part of Mankind. No 
Man is born under an Obligation to 
ſubmit to any Power applied to ſuch 
unnatural Purpoſes. But ſtill the Mon- 
archy of England is Hereditary; for 
our Laws and Cuſtoms have made it ſo. 
But then there is no Natural or Divine 


But 
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Right of Succeſſion to Crowns, diffe- 
rent or abſtracted from the Civil and 
Political Laws, and Conſtitutions of 
particular Kingdoms. The Hereditary 
Right is not unalterable, but ſubject to 
the Laws of each Country; and a Per- 
ſon may be an Heir to a Crown in one 
Country, that cannot be ſo in another: 
As for Inſtance, in France Females can- 
not Inherit; whereas in England they 
may. And Makianain his Hiſtory tells 
us, that antiently in the Kingdom of 
Arragon, the Brother of the King was to 
Inherit before the Daughter. The Peo- 
ple of Great Britain have not therefore 
a Right to Chooſe whom they pleaſe to 
be their King; but are obliged to accept 
of, and to ſubmit to, as ſuch, that Per- 
ſon whom the Legiſlative Power ſhall 
appoint, capable of Anſwering the End 
and Deſign of this Government. By this 
Rule they guided themſelves at the Re- 
> Ia volution, 

* 1 W. and M. ſefſ. 2, cap. 2, ſeft. 7. And 
whereas it hath been found by Experience, that it 
is Inconſiſtent with the Safety and Welfare of this 


Proteſtant Kingdom, to be governed by a Popifs 
| | Prince, 
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volution, 1 4eosgdered the Rig bor 
Primogeniture as far as it was conifient 
with the Safety of our Church and Na- 
tion. They Transferred their Allegiance 
from a Pop- Prince, who was abſo- 
lutely Incapable by Principle, of Conti- 


m_— in the Exerciſe of this Govern- 


Prince, or by any King or Queen marrying a Papiſt 
The Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mots, do further Pray, that it may be enacted, and 
it was thereby enacted, That all and every Perſon, 
or Perſons, that is, are, or ſhall be Reconciled to, 
or ſhall hold Communion with the See, or Church 
of Rome, or ſhall profeſs the Popiſh Religion, or 
ſhall marry a Papiſt, ſhall be excluded, and be 
for ever incapable to Inherit, Poſſeſs, or Enjoy 
the Crown and Government of this Realm, and Jre- 
land, and the Dominionsthereunto belonging, or any 
Part of the ſame ; or to have, uſe, or exetciſe any 
Regal Power, Authority, or Juriſdiction within the 
fame. And in all and every ſuch Caſe, or Caſes, the 
People of theſeRealms ſhall be, and are thereby ab- 
ſolved of their Allegiance. And the ſaid Crown 
and Government ſhall, from Time to Time, deſcend 
to, and be enjoyed by ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, 
being Proteſtants, as ſhould have inherited and en- 
joyed the ſame; in Caſe the ſaid Perſon, or Per- 
ſons, ſo reconciled, holding Communion, or Pro- 
feling, or Marrying, as aforeſaid, were natural- 


oo dead. 


ment, 


"% „ 
ment, to the next Proteſtant in the He- 
reditary Line capable of it. By this Rule 
the Government is at —— happily E 
ſtabliſhed, upon our preſent moſt Gra- 
cious Sovereign. *. ang by this Rule I 
hope it will deſcend to his Royal Proge- 
ny, and that Popery will never come 
nearer to the Britiſh Throne, than the 
Acts of Settlement do allow of. 
You are therefore to be very careful 
in Preſenting all that ſhall by Writ- 
ing, Printing, or Speaking, deny his 
preſent Majeſty's Title to the Crown. 
Or Maintain, that the Pretender hath 
any Right to the ſame. Or that the 


By an Act of the 12th of W. III. cap. 2. 
The Princeſs SophiA, Electreſs and Dutcheſs Dow. 
ager of Hanover, is declared next in Succeſſion, 
after his Majeſty (K. WILLIAM) and the Princeſs 
ANNE, and their reſpective Iſſue. And that then 
the Crown, Sc. ſhall remain to the ſaid Princeſs 
SoPHIA, and the Heirs of her Body, being Pro- 
teſtants. And there is a Proviſo, that all Perſons 
who. may inherit the Crown, by Virtue of this 
Act, and are reconciled to the Church of Rome, 
or ſhall marry a Papiſt, ſhall be ſubje& to the 

HR of the ſaid Act of 1 W. and M. 
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King and Parliament are not inveſt- 
ed with ſufficient Power to Bind or 
Alter the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
that theſe Offenders may be brought 
to condign Puniſhment, and be Con- 
victed, either of High Treaſon, or 
Premunires, as this Excellent Statute 
of the 6th of Q. ANNE directs. 

-ArTeR. High Treaſon, you are to 
Enquire of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, of 
Petty Treaſon, of Burglary, and of all 
Sorts of Felonies, either at Common 
Law, or by any particular Statutes. The 
Felonies by Statute are very numer- 
ous, and I have given an Account of 
moſt of them in my Charge, at this 
Quarter-Seſſions, in Jul) laſt, in which, 
and in my three other Charges, printed 
by Order of Court, and at the Re- 
queſt of the ſeveral Grand Juries, 
you will alſo find an Account of the. 
various Sorts of Crimes and Offences 
committed againſt the Lives, Habita- 
tions, Properties, and Welfare of Man- 
kind, and of the higheſt and loweſt 


Offences, and therefore, inſtead of 
| Trou- 


WI. >. 
Troubling you with a Repetition of the 
fame Things, I have ordered Printed 
Copies of all thoſe Charges, to be 
given to every one of you for your 
Ude, on this preſent or any future Ser- 
vice of this Nature. I ſhall therefore 
only takeNotice of a very few Offences, 
ſome of which were made Felonies 
by Acts of the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment. By an Act of the 12th of the 
late K. Gzoxce, for the Building a 
Bridge croſs the River of Thames from 
Fulbam to Putney, wilfully and mali- 
ciouſly Burning, Blowing up, Pul- 
ling down, or Deſtroying the faid 
Bridge, or any Part thereof, or At- 
_ tempting ſo to do, is made Felony 

without Benefit of Clergy. 

AnD by an Ad of the laſt Seſſion 
for Relief of Infolvent Debtors, any 
Perſon forſwearing himſelf, in any 
Particular, in Order to have the Be- 
nefit of the ſaid AQ, is to ſuffer Death 
as a Felon. And by another Act of 
the laſt Seſſion, Forgery is alſo made 

— Felony 
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Felony without Benefit of Clergy; as 
it is by the ſame Act, to ſteal Bonds, 
Notes, and other Securities, for the 
Payment of Money. And likewiſe by 
the ſame Act, any Perſon convicted for 
Perjury, or Subornation of Perjury, 
beſides the Puniſhment by Law be- 
fore to be Inflicted for thoſe Crimes, 
is to be Sent to the Houſe of Correcti- 
on to hard Labour, for a Time not 
exceeding ſeven Vears; or elſe to be 
Tranſported for a Time not exceed- 
ing ſeven Vears, as the Court fhall 
think proper. And if any Perſon ſo 
committed to the Houſe of Correction, 
or Tranſported, ſhall voluntarily Eſ- 
cape, or Break Priſon, or Return from 
Tranſportation, before the Time for 
which he ſhall be ordered to be tranſ- 
ported, ſuch Offender ſhall ſuffer Death 
as a Felon, and may be tried far ſuch 


An Act for the more effectual Preventing, and 
further Puniſhment of F orgery, Perjury, and Su- 
bornation of Perjury; and to make it Felony to 
ſteal Bonds, Notes, and other Securities for the 
Payment of Money. 


Felony, 
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Rakes: Pry in the County where 
he ſo eſcaped, or where he ſhall be 
apprehended. 3 

Anp for the more effectual Sup p⸗ 
preſſing of Gaming Houſes, and En- 
abling the Juſtices of the Peace to pun- 
iſh the Gameſters, our Legiſlature hath 
now thought fit, by a Clauſe in an 
Act paſſed the laſt Seſſion, to revive 
certain Laws, c. to Impower the 
Juſtices of the Peace, upon the Oaths 
of two Witneſſes, to bind, with ſuf- 
ficient Sureties, any Perbon found 
Playing in a common Gaming Houſe, 
to play no more ſo long as he lives. 
Whereas it was held before, * that.no 
Perſon could be bound with Sureties, 
according to the Statute of the 3 3d 
of Hengy VIII. + unleſs he was fo 
found playing upon the perſonal View 
of the Juſtices. 

Turk is one Thing more, that 1 


muſt particularly Recommend to your 
Care, before I diſmiſs you. And that 


Rex verſus la Serre & Parteentier Hill, 7 GxO. I. | 
1758 + Cap. 9. 
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is to preſent the Authors, Printers and 
Publiſhers of all ſeditious Libels, ei- 


ther againſt his Majeſty's Sacred Per- 


ſon, his IIluſtrious Family, or his Ad- 
miniſtration. It ſhould incite your 


Zeal againſt theſe Offenders, if you 


confider how mild and gracious a So- 


vereign now Reigns over us. And I 


dare anſwer for it, that every Day 
his Majeſty lives, we ſhall have more 
and more Reaſon to bleſs Almighty 
GOD for Bringing him to the Throne, 
and to pray that he may long fit there- 


on, and be fucceeded (in his good 


Time) by a Race of Virtuous and 
Religious Proteſtant Princes; that 


fo all the invaluable Bleſſings of the 


. Reign, may be tranſmitted 


down to lateſt Poſterity. 
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